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“BenchValue” project kick-off meeting
Joensuu, Finland 25-26 January 2016
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The event will be held in the Metla-House.
Address of the venue: 

Meeting room: Käpy (ground level)
Address: Yliopistokatu 6 
80100 Joensuu, Finland. 
HOW TO REACH THE VENUE

Joensuu is situated 437 km North-East from Helsinki. It can easily be reached by airplane or by train. The venue is situated approx. 2 km from the central railway and bus stations. A taxi from the railway station in Joensuu costs approx. 13-15 EUR. The closest airport is 11 km from the centre of Joensuu. The taxi from there cost approx. 25 EUR and the trip takes about 15 minutes. Taxis are waiting upon arrival of planes. If there are no taxis available, you can call the taxi dispatching office on the following number: +358 (0)600 90100.
An airport bus waits every plane arrival and it departs for the city in 10-15 min after the aircraft arrival. The last stop of the bus is at the main bus station. The bus leaves for the airport from the main bus station 50 minutes before the aircraft takes off. Bus fares are 5 € one-way (only cash). More information can be found on website:

http://sklfi.asiakkaat.sigmatic.fi/aikataulut/#en (scroll down for English version)


REGISTRATION
The onsite registration to the event starts on Wednesday 25 January at 8.30 am. at the venue. The registration continues until the event starts at 9 am.

DINNER 
	
	


A dinner will take place at 19:00, 25 January. Place to be confirmed later. 
TRANSPORTATION:
Train: A train from Helsinki to Joensuu takes approx. 5 hours. Cost for a one-way ticket is approx. 70 €, however, competitive offers might be available depending on how early the tickets are booked. 
https://www.vr.fi/cs/vr/en/frontpage
Tel. +358 600 41 902 (in English)
Bus: Joensuu can be reached by bus from most cities in Finland several times a day. From Helsinki the bus takes approx. 7-9 hours, there is also a night bus almost every day. Cost for a one-way ticket from Helsinki to Joensuu is in the range of 1 - 80 €.

http://www.onnibus.com/en/index.htm

http://www.matkahuolto.fi/en/
Flight: The airport of Joensuu is located in Liperi, approximately 11 km from the city centre. The cost for a return flight Helsinki - Joensuu - Helsinki varies between 70 - 400 € depending on the time of the day and how early the tickets are booked. The flight time is aprox. 1 hour.  
http://www.finnair.com/FI/GB/home-page
Finnair bookings, tel. +358 600 140 140 (€3.15 answered call + local network charge)
Local bus: The bus fare for travel within the Joensuu city area range of 3-4 €. Timetables are available at the bus stops, on buses and at 
http://bussit.joensuu.fi/bussit/web?lang=2 

Taxi: Please note that taking a taxi is expensive in Finland. If you need one, it is a good idea to share it with someone whenever possible

Joensuun Taksi tel. +358 601 10100

ACCOMMODATION:
Hotel Green Star http://www.greenstar.fi/en
Hotel Cumulus http://www2.cumulus.fi/hotellit/joensuu/en_GB/joensuu/
Sokos Hotel Kimmel https://www.sokoshotels.fi/en/joensuu/sokos-hotel-kimmel
Sokos Hotel Vaakuna http://www.sokoshotels.fi/en/joensuu/sokos-hotel-vaakuna
Hotel Aada http://www.hotelaada.fi/engyhteystiedot.htm
Scouts' Youth Hostel Joensuu http://www.youthhostel-joensuu.net/begin.htm
Finnhostel Joensuu / ISLO http://www.islo.fi/en/islo+services/accommodation
Holiday Linnunlahti http://www.linnunlahti.fi/en/apartments/
WEATHER / CLOTHING

The temperature in January is usually between –5°C and -30°C. You can check the ten-day forecast at: http://www.foreca.com/Finland/Joensuu?tenday. Because the weather can be chilly, the organisers recommend the participants to prepare themselves also with warm clothing.
MAPS AND FURTHER INFO
Maps and further information about Joensuu can be found in http://www.visitkarelia.fi/en/Travelling/North-Karelia/Joensuu-sub-region/Joensuu

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact organizers 
Diana -  diana.tuomasjukka@efi.int 
Gediminas - gediminas.jasinevicius@efi.int 

Welcome to Joensuu!
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